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Media Statement 
 

15 March 2022 
 
Sugar boost to Mackay region jobs and business not soured by COVID-19  
 
The Queensland sugar industry in the Mackay region has defied the impacts of COVID-19 and other 
challenges including global market distortions, according to a new economic report released today. 
 
The Australian Sugar Milling Council (ASMC)-commissioned report shows the region’s sugar mills - 
Farleigh, Marian, Plane Creek and Racecourse - had a combined direct spend of $754.6 million in 
2020/21, which included: 
• $127.9 million in wages and salaries to 1,322 direct full-time equivalent employees; 
• $71.2 million in purchases of goods and services from 559 local businesses; 
• $552.1 million in cane payments to 994 individual cane enterprises; and 
• $3.4 million in community contributions and local government payments. 
 
This compares to direct combined mill spend of $735 million in 2017/18 when this analysis was last 
undertaken.   
 
ASMC Chief Executive Officer Rachele Sheard said when the economic multiplier was added the total 
contribution of the sugar industry in the Mackay region in 2020/21 was $937.5 million with the industry 
supporting 5,044 full-time equivalent direct and indirect jobs. 
 
“This region, which includes the local government areas of Mackay, Whitsunday and Isaac, helped deliver 
a State-wide contribution of $3.8 billion and almost 20,000 full-time equivalent direct and indirect jobs, 
said Ms Sheard 
 
“Significantly, the total spend by sugar mills in the Mackay region in 2020/21 was almost $20 million 
higher to 2017/18 when average global sugar prices were stronger in the preceding years. Sugar prices 
being AUD$80 per tonne weaker in the three years leading into 2020/21 compared to the three years 
before 2017/18.”  
 
“The sugar millers in the Mackay region have shown their resilience and continued to deliver a positive 
economic contribution and job certainty amid a global pandemic and challenging global trading and 
growing conditions,” Ms Sheard said. 
 
ENDS 
 
Link to ASMC report https://asmc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Economic-Impact-of-Qld-Sugar-
Manufacturing-Industry-2020-21-Final-Report-web.pdf  
 
Notes to Editors: 

• Link to filmed comments by ASMC Chief Executive Officer Rachele Sheard f.io/2JLZu6jk 

• Link to filmed comments by ASMC Director of Economics, Policy and Trade David Rynne  
f.io/ikYtBcwM 
Link to vision of Ms Sheard and Mr Rynne reviewing the report f.io/ryBR2rHX 

• Link to filmed comments by Mackay Regional Council Mayor Greg Williamson 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M1RkuuCa0ZIs18WyodgO5B1wJ1eKgwte/view  

https://asmc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Economic-Impact-of-Qld-Sugar-Manufacturing-Industry-2020-21-Final-Report-web.pdf
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• Link to filmed comments by Greater Whitsunday Alliance (GW3) Chief Executive Officer 
Kylie Porter 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vhwKcobJ7OKINCywxIbhXAFLLXX95Oz_/view?usp=sharing 

• Link to filmed comments by Consolidated Plastics Managing Director Brendan Refalo 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1afr0im_cQbl__uX3nulhF74hIvmjCOho/view?usp=sharing  

 
Media contact: Kirby Anderson 0400 206 502 
 
 
 
Background 
 
ASMC is the peak organisation for the sugar manufacturing sector, working to transform Australian 
sugarcane by diversifying the industry, expanding trade opportunities and creating new markets.  ASMC 
represents five sugar manufacturing companies which collectively produce 90 percent of Australia’s raw 
sugar at their 16 sugar mills in Queensland. 
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